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critic, should have arrived at such a conclusion, looking to the surpassing lovable-ness of Portia's temperament. It was to this lovableness that Ellen Terry instinctively gave special prominence. That she was rightly guided by her instinct, is in great measure proved by the immense popularity of her rendering of the part both in England and America. Some people may prefer her Ophelia, others her Beatrice, but nearly all will agree that Portia is one of her most delightful and convincing performances. Of Miss Terry's acting in the trial scene many interesting opinions have been expressed by distinguished men who have an unquestionable right to be heard. In the opinion of Tennyson, for example, her performance in the scene was slightly wanting in dignity and authority. The present Lord Chief Justice of England, on the other hand, has expressed his astonishment that she should be so entirely lawyer-like. In his opinion she wore the advocate's robe to the manner 144